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ILLINOIS Profile: Jobs and the Environment 

The economy of Illinois supports numerous jobs related to environmental protection or clean 

technology which complements environmental protection.  

 Illinois has over 28,395 clean energy jobs from over 2,000 companies as of 2007.1 

 In 2007, 0.42% of all Illinois jobs were related to clean energy.1 

 Illinois’ green jobs are dominated by the wind industry, with 15,000 of the state’s green jobs 

from over 100 companies.2 

 The Chicago Metropolitan Region has over 16,000 people employed in green industries, and was 

ranked the sixth largest green job center in the nation in 2006 by the U.S. Conference of 

mayors.3 

 Chicago’s Climate Action Plan (CCAP) is estimated to yield 8.3 full time jobs for each $1 million 

investment. Among other jobs, the CCAP is expected to create 2,500 weatherization jobs.3 

 Illinois is the state with the most nuclear energy-related jobs in the United States.1 

There are over 2,000 companies in Illinois that currently support the development, deployment or 

maintenance of clean technology and could benefits from increased demand for products and 

services. 

Unless otherwise noted, the company and employment information comes from the Environmental 

Defense Fund’s Green Economy Map of Illinois.4 

 Sampling of companies supporting energy efficient equipment or appliances: 

o Independence Tube Corporation, Chicago, IL – 241 employees 

o Rubicon Technology, Franklin Park, IL – 144 employees 

o Opto Technology Inc., Wheeling, IL – 50 employees 

 Sampling of companies supporting renewable energy: 

o Trinity Structural Towers, Bloomington, IL – 174 employees5 

o Wanxiang America Corp., Rockford, IL – at least 10 employees6 

o Winergy AG, Elgin, IL – 30 employees 

o Balanced Wind – 17 employees7 

                                                           
1 Pew Charitable Trusts. 2009. The Clean Energy Economy: Repowering Jobs, Businesses, and Investments Across 
America. http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/Clean_Economy_Report_Web.pdf  
2 Environmental Law & Policy Center. 2010. The Win Energy Supply Chain in Illinois. http://elpc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/11/ELPC_Wind_Energy_Supply_Chain_in_IL_Brochure-2010.pdf.  
3 Chicagoland Green Collar Jobs Initiative. 2009. Building a Green Collar Workforce in Chicagoland. 
http://greencollarchicago.org/uploads/GreenCollarWorkforce.pdf.  
4 http://www.edf.org/page.cfm?tagID=34065&state=IL  
5 Trinity Towers Adding Jobs at Clinton Manufacturing Facility. February 1, 2011. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/trinity-towers-adding-jobs-at-clinton-manufacturing-facility.html 
6 Solar Panel Manufacturer Opens Its Doors in Rockford, August 17, 2010. 
http://www.wifr.com/economy/headlines/100945189.html?storySection=story   

http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/Clean_Economy_Report_Web.pdf
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 Sampling of companies supporting alternative fuel/high efficiency vehicles: 

 Sampling of other green companies: 

o Mitsubishi Motor Corporation, Normal, IL – over 1,200 employees8 

o Earth Friendly Products, Edison, IL –75 employees9 

Many new jobs have been or are expected to be created in Illinois related to clean technologies since 

2009.  

Renewable Energy Jobs 

 Wanxiang America Corp., Rockford, IL10 

o Opened solar panel manufacturing plant in August 2010, created 10 verified jobs. 

o The company’s long-range plans are to employ 200 and invest $12.5 million.  

o Wanxiang America Corp will provide PV solar panels to support the development of The 

Rockford Solar Project, a 62 MW solar PV electric generation facility in Rockford 

suuported by stimulus funding and announced in 2010.11 

 The facility is expected to generate enough electricity to power over 10,000 

homes and reduce carbon dioxide emissions at a rate of 113,000 tons annually, 

equivalent to the emissions from nearly 20,000 cars. 

 The Project will significantly help electricity suppliers achieve the state-required 

0.5% solar target by 2012. 

 The Rockford Solar Project not only creates jobs in construction, installation and 

servicing but also countless additional jobs are generated in the sale and 

marketing of green power. 

 Suzlon Wind Energy Corporation,  Chicago, IL12 

o Announced in January 2011 that it plans to co-develop with Affinity Wind, LLC a 150 

MW wind project,  

o Their economic analysis finds: 

 Over $44 million of local spending would occur during construction, plus 

another $3 million annually once operational.  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
7 Crain’s Spotlights Success of Stimulus Grants in Wind Manufacturing. December 13, 2010. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/crains-spotlights-success-of-stimulus-grants-in-wind-manufac.html 
8 Governor Quinn Announces Mitsubishi to Produce New Vehicle in Illinois, State Action Helps Save 1,200 Jobs; 
Leverages $45 Million Private Investment. February 4, 2011. http://www.rcreader.com/news-releases/mitsubishi-
state-of-illinois-reach-agreements/ 
9 Van Vlahakis: Transformaking 22 Dollars into a Green Giant. July 6, 2010. 
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=121985 
10 Solar Panel Manufacturer Opens Its Doors in Rockford, August 17, 2010. 
http://www.wifr.com/economy/headlines/100945189.html?storySection=story   
11  Governor Patrick Quinn Signs Law to Ramp Up Solar Energy in Illinois; $4 Million Grant Award Announcement 
for Up to 62 MW Solar Development; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Wanxiang America Solar Panel Manufacturing 
Plant in Rockford, Illinois, August 19, 2010. 
http://www.redorbit.com/news/business/1906727/governor_patrick_quinn_signs_law_to_ramp_up_solar_energy   
12 Suzlon Closes Deal with Affinity Wind, Releases Economic Benefit Data, January 14, 2011. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/suzlon-closes-deal-with-affinity-wind-releases-economic-bene.html   
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 Annual property taxes of over $1 million would be generated, along with 

several hundred thousand dollars in yearly lease payments to landowners  

 Direct spending and property tax assessment for the typical 30+ year life of 

plant alone account for over $175 million  

 During construction, there would be approximately 600 total jobs created 

 Rockford Solar Project, Rockford, IL13 

o Currently developing and operating 62 MW solar PV electric generation facility using 

solar panels produced by Wanxiang America’s solar PV panel manufacturing plant also 

located in Rockford; the partnership is expected to create at least 60 jobs in 2010. 

 Trinity Structural Towers, Bloomington, IL14 

o Wind turbine tower manufacturing company currently has 174 employees and is 

planning to hire an additional 60 employees in 2011. 

 Funk Linko Inc., Chicago Heights, IL15 

o Will begin manufacturing steel columns for a wind turbine maker, expected to create 

approximately 25 new jobs by the end of 2010. 

 Balanced Wind16 

o ARRA funding prompted the company to move wind turbine manufacturing from 

Europe to the U.S., plans to hire 28 employees by the end of 2011. 

Advanced Vehicle Jobs 

 Mitsubishi Motor Corporation, Normal, IL17 

o Received $29 million business investment package from the state in February 2011, will 

allow the company to retain 1,200 jobs. 

Illinois has multiple state policies that support or encourage clean technology, including technologies 

related to SCRs or scrubbers, energy efficiency, renewable energy and clean/more efficient 

automobiles.  

 Renewable Portfolio Standard: 25% by 2025-2026; technology minimums of 18.5% Wind IOUs, 

15% Wind ARES, and 6% solar (solar minimum expected to create over 5,000 jobs18) 

                                                           
13 Solar Panel Manufacturer Opens Its Doors in Rockford. August 17, 2010. 
http://www.wifr.com/economy/headlines/100945189.html?storySection=story 
14 Trinity Towers Adding Jobs at Clinton Manufacturing Facility. February 1, 2011. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/trinity-towers-adding-jobs-at-clinton-manufacturing-facility.html 
15 Crain’s Spotlights Success of Stimulus Grants in Wind Manufacturing. December 13, 2010. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/crains-spotlights-success-of-stimulus-grants-in-wind-manufac.html 
16 Crain’s Spotlights Success of Stimulus Grants in Wind Manufacturing. December 13, 2010. 
http://www.windforillinois.org/news/crains-spotlights-success-of-stimulus-grants-in-wind-manufac.html 
17 Governor Quinn Announces Mitsubishi to Produce New Vehicle in Illinois, State Action Helps Save 1,200 Jobs; 
Leverages $45 Million Private Investment. February 4, 2011. http://www.rcreader.com/news-releases/mitsubishi-
state-of-illinois-reach-agreements/ 
18 PR Newswire. 2010. Governor Patrick Quinn Signs Law to Ramp Up Solar Energy in Illinois; $4 Million Grant 
Award Announcement for Up to 62 MW Solar Development; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Wanxiang America Solar 
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 Illinois Building Energy Code: Mandatory energy code, incorporates the 2009 IECC 

 Energy Efficiency Standard: 2% reduction from 2008 electricity sales by 2015 with annual 

escalator of 0.2%; 1.5% reduction from 2008 natural gas sales by 2010, 8.6% cumulative savings 

by 2020 

 Public Benefits Funds: $54 million for energy efficiency, $100 million for renewable energy from 

1998-2015 

 Commercial Wind Energy Property Valuation: Property tax incentive up to $360,000/MW, 

expires 2016 

 Incentives: Several additional tax incentives, grant programs, rebate programs, performance-

based incentives, and utility programs to incentivize energy efficiency and renewable energy 

installations; programs exist at the state, county, and local levels 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Panel Manufacturing Plant in Rockford, Illinois. 
http://www.redorbit.com/news/business/1906727/governor_patrick_quinn_signs_law_to_ramp_up_solar_energy  
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http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/index.cfm?re=1&ee=1&spv=0&st=0&srp=1&state=IL
http://www.redorbit.com/news/business/1906727/governor_patrick_quinn_signs_law_to_ramp_up_solar_energy

